Recommended Reads about Mountains and Rivers

Below is a list of fiction and non-fiction texts which are based around the topic of mountains
or rivers. Ranging from informative non-fiction books to novels centring around a mountain
or river theme, these texts are perfect reading material to supplement your child’s learning

at school.

The story follows Ruby, a twelve-year-old
girl who is grieving the recent death of her
mother and has become filled with fear
since her mother’s car accident. Ruby is an
animal lover and she enjoys photographing
wildlife. At the beginning of the story, Ruby
faces the devastating news that her Dad is
planning to uproot them from their
Australian home and relocate to a remote
mountain village in India to run a hotel.

Unimpressed when she arrives in her new
home, Ruby does manage to find some
things to like about the foreign setting. Jess
Butterworth’s descriptions of the mountain
landscape are beautiful and evocative as
nature-lover Ruby takes in the new smells,
colours and wildlife of the Himalayan
habitat. Although the hotel is quite
isolated, Ruby quickly befriends a local
shepherd boy called Praveen, who shares
Ruby’s admiration of the natural world.

Together, Ruby and Praveen set about to
protect the few remaining leopards from
the threat of poachers. The story is full of
danger and adventure as Ruby undertakes
a perilous trek through the mountains and
comes face to face with some very hostile
poachers, putting aside her own fears in
order to save the leopards.

Another novel on the theme of mountains,
but this one is a more light-hearted choice.
Full of humour and imagination, this laugh-
out-loud book tells the story of a young
woman who is kidnapped by the Yetis of
the Himalayan Mountains and given the
tasks of bringing up their unruly children.
Although this book is very funny, it also
carries a strong message about caring for
our planet.
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If you are looking for a gripping novel on
the theme of mountains, this one could be
for you. This story, from the popular
children's author Michael Morpurgo,
recounts the perilous journey of Ashley and
his Uncle Sung across the Himalayan
Mountains as they battle for survival.
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Set in North America, this is the story of
Minnie and her step-Dad Dan, who still live
in the remote cabin where she was born at
the foothills of the pine-forested mountain.
One day Minnie sets off up the mountain
with her friend Billy to search for the forest
fire that has been raging on the other side
of the mountain, only to find instead a set
of huge footprints that could only belong to
one thing... a sasquatch (an ape-like
creature from North American folklore, also
known as a bigfoot)!

The story sensitively explores the process
of bereavement while also balancing the
differing views of two different ‘peoples’ by
telling the story from the dual perspectives
of Minnie and a juvenile Sasquatch, Kaayii,
with their ancient culture and beliefs so
closely entwined with nature.

A gripping mountain-based adventure with
strong female role models. Clova has grown
up with the mountains and moors as her
playground, with her Mum and Dad’s love
of the outdoors shared passionately since
the day she was born. When her Mum'’s life
is lost during a search and rescue mission,
Clova loses not just her Mum, but her Dad,
her best friend and the freedom to run wild
that, to her, is the very essence of life itself.
By chance she meets Taffy, an abandoned
collie, and a bond develops between them
that might just save more than one life,
including their own.




EVEREST

With a beautiful foreword by the greatest
living explorer of our time, Sir Ranulph
Fiennes, this brilliant book combines fresh
and contemporary illustrations by Joe
Todd-Stanton with Alexandra Stewart’s
captivating writing and publishes in time to
celebrate the centenary of Edmund Hillary’s
birth. This unique narrative tells the story
of how Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay
made their mark on the world from birth
right up to their final days and the impact
they’ve had on Nepal today.

Do you know how tall the tallest mountain
on Earth is? Or how deep the deepest
ocean goes? Do you know which creature
was the largest to ever live? Or how old the
oldest tree is? Learn all this and more in
this exquisite book of comparisons. Page
Tsou's extraordinarily detailed illustrations
have a lithograph aesthetic that is at once
vintage and contemporary. A gorgeous Big
Picture Press title that will fill readers with
wonder at the world we live in.
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Explore ten of the world's most awesome
mountain ranges! From the Rockies to the
the Great Dividing Range, discover some of
the most famous and important mountain
ranges on the planet. Zoom in on their
most interesting features, with the help of
engaging artwork and key information.
Each mountian range 'profile' is
accompanied by unique illustrations and
clear photos. The World Feature Focus
series brings a fresh perspective to the
world's most significant elements and
landforms. With artwork that emphasises
the otherworldliness and beauty that exists
within the make-up of Earth, children aged
7 upwards will be equally entranced and
informed about the world's geography.




Which animal lives on top of the Everest?
Where can you spot the majestic condor?
How does the ibex climb up rocks?
Mountains are home to 25% of terrestrial
biodiversity and a multitude of fragile
ecosystems. What if you could fly and
discover those places and the incredible
wild animals hidden at high altitude? This
large format book transports you to
inaccessible places and helps you discover
the incredible fauna that live in these
mountains, volcanoes, hills or valleys.
Throughout the book is a search and find
counting game enabling you to spot bats
ready to take flight, sloths hanging from
branches, wallabies and their babies, and
butterflies aplenty.
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This tells the story of a small girl called
Maia, who journeys down the Amazon
River with her strict governess, making
friends and enemies along the way. It is rich
in descriptive language in both its depiction
of the Brazilian jungle and in its
descriptions of complex and cruel
characters that will stay with you long after
you close the book.

When young Finn takes a dive in the water
near his fishing village, he is delighted to
find dolphins to swim with. However, the
dolphins face a terrible threat due to the
masses of rubbish floating around in their
water. It is up to Finn to find a way to save
the sea creatures and prevent their natural
environment from becoming ruined. This is
a topical and thought-provoking novel.




TIM BOWLER

Winner of the prestigious Carnegie Medal,
this profound novel is incredibly rich in
descriptive language. It tells the story of
swimming-obsessed Jess as she struggles to
come to terms with the impending death of
her grandfather, who insists on finishing
one last painting before he dies. Jess meets
a mysterious river boy and is faced with an
ultimate challenge of her own to complete.
This is a novel that deals with themes of life
and death and is suitable for more mature
or confident readers.

Times are tough for Cari and her mum. A
violent storm has flooded the valley where
they live, destroying their home and café
business. Things seem bleak — but hope
appears in the form of a plan to reintroduce
beavers into the area, as the changes that
these amazing animals make to the
waterways might prevent another flood.
Cari knows that she has to get involved. But
with the project facing resistance from
locals, can she convince them to give the
beavers a chance —and will it be enough to
save her home from being destroyed for a
second time?

This is a stunning picture book about a girl
who observes a river outside her window
and imagines where it might go. The book
follows the incredible journey of the river
through different landscapes, including
cities and forests, and there is much to spot
in the details of each double-page spread.

Fearless adventurers, set sail on a
fascinating voyage down the world's most
extraordinary rivers! Discover over 100 of
the world's most incredible rivers in this
fascinating title by Julie Vosburgh Agnone
and illustrated by prize-winner Kerry
Hyndman. Amazing Rivers takes readers on
a tour of the world's waterways, revealing
the animals that call them home, the
societies that rely on them, and the
environmental issues threatening them




along the way. Learn about incredible
wildlife, from brown bears catching salmon
that swim upstream to anacondas large
enough to eat a pig. Explore astounding
natural wonders, from a boiling river so hot
you can cook an egg in it to a multicoloured
river that flows like a liquid rainbow. And
discover awesome river traditions, from
ritual baths to rubber duck racing to
barefoot waterskiing!

AMAZON RIVER

Reading this to a class as the launch to a
topic on the Amazon/Rainforests will
undoubtedly whet the children’s appetite
to learn about this astonishing and awe-
inspiring place. The introduction is amply
matched by the end piece, ‘A river of the
World’, which sums the book up perfectly,
as well as acting as an excellent discussion
starter on the interconnectedness of our
planet...

Dive into the life-cycle of water and
discover how it supports all life forms, how
humans harness its power, and why we
need to conserve it. From snowflakes falling
from the clouds and deep ocean currents to
hot springs and water in space, this
children's nature book showcases the
beauty and power of water in the natural
world.




