
Recommended Reads about the Tudors 
Divorced, beheaded, died! Divorced, beheaded, survived! During the Tudor period, arguably 
one of the most exciting times in history, one family dominated the country with two of the 
strongest monarchs ever to sit on the throne, Henry VIII and Elizabeth I. Find out about 
these rulers and more with these texts about the Tudors. 

 
 

Marrying Henry VIII was not an easy option 
- tips provided in this book include 'think 
carefully before accepting his proposal' and 
'give birth to a son, not a daughter'. Set 
against a backdrop of turbulence in the 
royal court, this book describes Henry and 
his many wives - what went right, what 
went wrong and what became of them all. 
You really wouldn't want to be married to 
Henry VIII! This title in the popular You 
Wouldn't Want to Be series features full-
colour illustrations which combine humour 
and accurate technical detail. Featuring 
brand new extra content including a 
timeline, fun facts a list of 'top' characters 
and a map. 

 Discover what it was like to be a barber 
surgeon in the sixteenth century and why it 
was a terrible time for people to be sick. 
Sharpen your saw before amputating an 
infected leg, learn how to make false noses 
and ears for patients injured on the 
battlefield and don't treat victims of the 
plague without your special mask! This title 
in the popular You Wouldn't Want to Be 
series features full-colour illustrations 
which combine humour and accurate 
technical detail. Featuring brand new extra 
content including a timeline, fun facts a list 
of 'top' characters and a map. 



 Tudor England was lifted by trade and 
exploration, but blighted by treachery and 
rebellion. Experience the historic highs and 
the lows firsthand with Eyewitness Tudor. 
Hold court with Henry VIII and his long-
suffering wives before making merry with 
high society enjoying their feasts and 
fashion. Walk among the ordinary folk, 
including market traders and street 
entertainers, and decide whether you 
would have liked growing up in Tudor 
times. If you want a project pick-me-up to 
assist with school studies or simply a 
fantastic read about our colourful past, look 
no further. 

 Step on to a stage full of stories with this 
beautiful anthology of 12 stories from 
Shakespeare, rewritten to be accessible to 
children aged 7+. Including favourites such 
as The Tempest, A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream, Romeo and Juliet, Hamlet and 
Othello, each story is stunningly illustrated 
by collage artist Alice Lindstrom.  
 
 
 

 Join much-loved author/illustrator Marcia 
Williams on a comic strip journey through 
Tudor history! A witty, accessible 
introduction to the Tudors, with full-colour 
illustrations throughout, from the author of 
Mr William Shakespeare's Plays and The 
Romans: Gods, Emperors and Dormice. 
Arthur Inkblott, Queen Elizabeth I's 
favourite scribe, retells the most famous 
moments in Tudor history, from the Wars 
of the Roses and the Spanish Armada to 
Christopher Columbus's discovery of 
America and Henry VIII's many marriages! 
Packed with jokes and colourful comic-strip 
illustrations, this is Marcia Williams at her 
very best. 



 Will Montague is a page to Prince Edward, 
son of King Henry VIII. As the King's 
favourite, Will gains many enemies in 
Court. His enemies convince the King that 
Will's father has committed treason and he 
is thrown into Newgate Prison. Will flees 
Hampton Court and goes into hiding in the 
back streets of London. Lost and in mortal 
danger, he is rescued by a poor boy, Nick 
Drew. Together they must brave 
imprisonment and death as they embark on 
a great adventure to set Will's father free. 
 

 Hal has a dream: to work as a gardener in 
King Henry's palace in Whitehall. But they 
say the king has a terrible temper and when 
Hal stumbles upon a royal party, he'll have 
to find a way to prove to the king that he's 
not a spy. And if he doesn't, well, let's just 
say that Hal may never live to see his dream 
come true... 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Cat Sparrow is on the road. She's following 
her sister, Meg, who was torn from their 
convent home and sent to London. 
 
But Cat isn't like other people – she thinks 
differently – and for a girl like her the world 
holds many perils. 
 
Luckily she befriends a young actor, 
Jacques, and together they follow Meg's 
trail to a wondrous place called the Field of 
Cloth of Gold. But here, they discover that 
the kingdoms of England and France are 
both in terrible danger ... 



 Living with a ghost can have its difficulties, I 
discovered, even if he is your friend. 
 
Remember Sir Walter Raleigh, who laid his 
cloak in a puddle so Queen Elizabeth I could 
walk across? Well, Bess meets his ghost and 
finds out she’s his ancestor! 
 
How will Bess explain Sir Walter to her 
family? Especially when he breaks her 
brother’s fishing rod, steals a horse and 
smokes cigars in her room! 

 By turns thrilling, dramatic and touching, 
this is the story of Henry the Eighth and 
Catherine of Aragon's divorce as you've 
never heard it before - from the eyes of 
their daughter, Princess Mary. 
 
More than anything Mary just wants her 
family to stay together; for her mother and 
her father - and for her - to all be in the 
same place at once. But when her father 
announces that his marriage to her mother 
was void and by turns that Mary doesn't 
really count as his child, she realises things 
will never be as she hoped. 
 
Things only get worse when her father 
marries again. Separated from her mother 
and forced to work as a servant for her new 
sister, Mary must dig deep to find the 
strength to stand up against those who 
wish to bring her down. Despite what 
anyone says, she will always be a princess. 
She has the blood of a princess and she is 
ready to fight for what is rightfully hers. 



 This series of hilarious fictional diaries put 
us inside the heads of hapless figures from 
history in frazzling situations. Robert, a boy 
living in Southwark in early 17th century 
London, finds himself employed as an actor 
in the Globe theatre, playing roles written 
by the greatest playwright of the age: 
William Shakespeare. But when the 
coronation of a new king, James I, 
threatens the future of the theatre, Robert 
has to come up with a cunning plan to save 
the company. If he doesn't succeed, Robert 
will have to go back to collecting dog poo 
for a living. Will Robert save the day? Will 
he ever improve at acting? And will 
Shakespeare ever listen to one of Robert's 
brilliant ideas for a play? Get Real fact 
boxes featured throughout, as well as a 
timeline, historical biographies and a 
glossary in the endmatter, provide 
historical context and further information. 

 Eliza Rose Camperdowne is young and 
headstrong, but she knows her duty well. 
As the only daughter of a noble family, she 
must one day marry a man who is very 
grand and very rich. 
 
But Fate has other plans. When Eliza 
becomes a maid of honour, she's drawn 
into the thrilling, treacherous court of 
Henry the Eighth ... 
 
Is her glamorous cousin Katherine Howard 
a friend or a rival? 
 
 



 Voices: Diver's Daughter - A Tudor Story 
brings Eve and her mother, who was stolen 
from her family in Mozambique as a child, 
from the Southwark slums of Elizabethan 
London to England's southern coast. 
 
When they hear from a Mary Rose survivor 
that one of the African free-divers who was 
sent to salvage its treasures is alive and 
well and living in Southampton, mother and 
daughter agree to try to find him and 
attempt to dive the wreck of another ship, 
rumoured to be rich with treasures. 
 
But will the pair survive when the man 
arrives to claim his 'share'? Will Eve 
overcome her fear of the water to help 
rescue her mother? 
 

 London is dirty, distant and dangerous ... 
but that’s where orphan Tom Falconer is 
heading. And he’s got a whole assortment 
of vicious criminals hot on his heels. Tom is 
helpless and alone until he meets Moll 
Cutpurse, a thirteen-year-old pickpocket. 
Together they find themselves chased 
across the city by the murderous Ratsey. 
But it’s only on the first night of a new play 
– The Devil and his Boy – that Tom realizes 
that the fate of the Queen and indeed the 
entire country rests in his hand. 
 
 



 

 Cue for Treason by Geoffrey Trease is an 
exciting historical novel for children. 
Fleeing from the evil Sir Philip Morton, 
Peter Brownrigg finds himself on the wrong 
side of the law. On the run to London he 
meets Kit and the two decide to stick 
together. But a chance discovery endangers 
their lives and soon Peter is deep in 
murderous plots, secrets and even treason. 
 
Set in the turbulent days of Elizabeth I, this 
classic story of danger and intrigue conjures 
up a world of mystery, twists and turns and 
thrilling action. 
 
 
 


