Recommended Reads about A Bug’s Life

From bluebottles and butterflies to wasps and wiggly worms, there’s plenty to discover in
the minibeasts topic, including habitats, lifecycles and learning to recognise just how
important these tiny creatures are to our planet’s ecosystems. Dig deep into the topic with
our list of the best children’s books about minibeasts and insects.

M.G. IEONARD DUNCAN BEEDIE

From MG Leonard, the award-winning
author of Beetle Boy comes a picture book
about a little beetle with a big heart! Deep
in the rainforest, rhinoceros beetles Buster
and Rex are sharing stories. Buster has so
many heroic tales — he’s SO strong and
daring! Every story leaves Rex in awe — he’s
never met such an amazing beetle! But
with danger just around the corner, will
Buster live up to his reputation, or will it be
up to Rex to save the day? After all, bravery
comes in all shapes and sizes!

Everybody loves beautiful bees and
butterflies, but what about kids who like
more mucky creatures — the ones that live
down in the dirt or eat their own poo?
These minibeasts are just as deserving of
attention. This illustrated title explores the
wonderful world of tiny ants. Did you know
that ants will eat almost anything they can
find, including fruit, fungus and dead
animals. Find out more fascinating facts
with this wonderful book about ants. Look
out for the other titles in the series too:
Snails, Centipedes and Millipedes and
Worms.

MATT CARR

Created in Matt Carr’s signature comic-
book style with a palette of bold primary
colours, this entertaining story follows
Spyder, a secret agent arachnid whose
codename is 008. Spyder is sent on a highly
important mission to save one boy’s
birthday cake from the destructive
intentions of an uninvited Bluebottle.

The text is full of puns but the humour is
perfectly pitched for adults and children
alike. It was wonderful to see that the
secret agent was female (because why
wouldn’t she be?). There are oodles of
extra details to spot, such as the various
images on the screen of the agent’s spy




gadget and the spider webpage at the end
of the book.

Learn all about bees with this brightly
coloured and highly appealing non-fiction
picture book. Topics include where honey
comes from, how hives work, why we need
pollination and how to help save more
bees.

Jone Clorke

illustrated by 8citta Teckentrup

A delightful picture book filled with
beautiful neon artwork. Florence Firefly is
lost, and there are so many bright lights
shining in the night sky that she doesn't
know which way to go. She'll need some
help to find her way back home. In this
interactive story, children can help Florence
on her journey by encouraging her to fly
faster, suggesting which direction to take
and making a wish.
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See how a little girl recovering from poor
health finds wonder in nature and delights
in planting a garden with her father to
attract a fascinating array of butterflies.
Exploring the life stages of butterflies, their
importance to our ecosystems and the
revitalising power of nature, this book is a
heart-warming information story for
children who love the outdoors and all its
incredible creatures. The stories carries a
beautiful message about life cycles and the
power of new beginnings.




This large-sized informative compendium is
the kind of non-fiction that children like to
come back to again and again to pore over
its pages. Each double-page spread dives
into a different bug-themed question, such
as 'How does a butterfly flutter by?' or
'Where does the name praying mantis
come from?'. The illustrations are stunning
and come together with the accessible
chunks of text to make wonderful and
informative spreads that children love
exploring.

Come on a bug hunt in this little book and
discover ants building their nest
underground, bees making honey in their
hive and a bug hotel where lots of creepy
crawlies have found a home. With colourful
illustrations, flaps to lift and holes to peep
through, there's so much to discover in this
fascinating introduction to insects and
where they live.

This award-winning information book aims
to show exactly why minibeasts can be
truly awesome in their own unique way.
The book includes 14 humorous, bug-tastic
spreads, featuring worms, bees, beetles,
dragonflies, butterflies, moths,
grasshoppers, spiders, ants, snails and stick

- / = insects. Find out how honey bees make
' ' 3 £ -»31!1 : their honey, why moths always fly around
“ $,. Wl I N lamps and how bombardier beetles protect
Why bugs are ACTUALLY awesome! themselves from hungry predators. There's

something new to learn about each bug.




Welcome to the Bug Hotel, a homemade
habitat where creepy crawlies of all shapes
and sizes can find a place to stay! Discover
how a bug hotel can create a sustainable,
safe environment for insects and mini-
beasts by exploring each section, lifting the
flaps and finding out facts about your
favourite garden insects.
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Illustrated in a bright, contemporary style,
this is a modern guide to the most common
minibeasts from the glorious glow-worm to
the buzzy bumblebee, taking in such
favourites as snails, slugs, worms and
woodlice along the way. This information
book for young children is packed with
information and fun facts — everything you
need to know to help you learn about and
identify bugs and beasties. With key facts
about size, habitat, diet and population,
there are detailed descriptions of each
creature and tips to help you spot them in
your own park or garden. There is even a
special, "Did you know?" section on each
minibeast, which all young entomologists
will love!
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The fourth in a glorious sticker book series
created for the National Trust, this book is
packed with facts about weird and
wonderful minibeasts and their homes.
With four pages of wildlife stickers, you can
stick spiders into their webs, fill the bug
hotel with woodlice, add a dragonfly
zipping across a pond, and much, much
more. From moths to millipedes, this is an
excellent introduction to all types of
creepy-crawlies for the very young.




From atlas moths to witchetty grubs,
detailed pictures encourage little ones to
develop their finding skills as they search
for a diverse range of fascinating
minibeasts in their natural habitats. Can
they spot the hidden 101 bug too?

Insects and
Minibeasts

Insects and Minibeasts takes a closer look
at some of the most amazing minibeasts
and intriguing insects living above and
below the soil. In this book you will
discover transforming caterpillars and
architect arachnids as well as bodybuilding
ants and industrious bees.




