
Recommended Reads about Top Gear 
Toot toot! Beep beep! All Aboard! From buses and bicycles to ferries and flying machines, 
here are some suitable texts to help explore the transport topic: 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since the dawn of time, people have travelled to 
distant lands for many different reasons; to escape 
war, famine or injustice, to find work, or to simply 
see new sights and have an adventure. But everyone 
who migrates does it to seek a brighter future. 
 
A World Full of Journeys tells some of the most 
fascinating stories of migration throughout history. 
From the very first humans who left Africa almost 
70,000 years ago and moved around the world, to 
immigrants welcomed to America at Ellis Island, this 
book is packed with fascinating tales of human 
triumph.  
 
Beautifully illustrated with bright pictures and maps 
detailing these migrants' journeys bring these stories 
to life. From Viking sea traders and Roman armies 
marching through Europe to Huegenot refugees 
fleeing persecution from the Catholic church and 
migrants travelling from the Caribbean to Britain as 
part of the Windrush Generation, this book explores 
the fascinating stories of the people who have 
crossed the world. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Astrid has loved the stars and space for as long as 
she can remember. "I want to be an astronaut!" she 
says to everyone who will listen. While her mama is 
away, Astrid and her papa have fun acting out the 
challenges an astronaut faces on a space mission -- 
like being in zero gravity ("I can do that all day long!" 
she says), eating food from a kind of tube, and doing 
science experiments with the help of cookie sheets. 
When at last it's time to meet Mama at the air base, 
Astrid wears her favorite space T-shirt to greet her. 
But where exactly has Mama been? Channeling a 
sense of childlike delight, Ken Wilson-Max brings 
space travel up close for young readers and offers an 
inspiring ending. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the Little People, Big Dreams series, discover the 
lives of outstanding people from designers and 
artists to scientists. All of them went on to achieve 
incredible things, yet all of them began life as a little 
child with a dream. The book follows Amelia Earhart, 
whose strong will and self-belief helped her 
overcome prejudice and technical problems to 
become the first female flier to fly solo across the 
Atlantic ocean. This inspiring and informative little 
biography comes with extra facts about Amelia's life 
at the back. 

 
 
 

Every Sunday after church, CJ and his grandma ride 
the bus across town. But today, CJ wonders why they 
don't own a car like his friend Colby. Why doesn't he 
have an iPod like the boys on the bus? How come 
they always have to get off in the dirty part of town? 
Each question is met with an encouraging answer 
from grandma, who helps him see the beauty and 
fun in their routine and in the world around them. 
This energetic ride through a bustling city highlights 
the love and understanding between grandparent 
and grandchild as the world comes to life through 
Matt de la Pena's vibrant text and Christian 
Robinson's radiant illustrations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Emma Jane zooms off in her aeroplane around the 
cities of the world. Along the way she makes a crew 
of animal friends who save the day when the little 
plane gets into trouble... 
 
A rhyming narrative with a light touch and a zingy 
female protagonist, this tale is perfect for little 
explorers everywhere. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There once was a boy and one day a penguin arrives 
on his doorstep. The boy decides the penguin must 
be lost and tries to return him. But no one seems to 
be missing a penguin. So the boy decides to take the 
penguin home himself, and they set out in his row 
boat on a journey to the South Pole. 
 
But when they get there, the boy discovers that 
maybe home wasn’t what the penguin was looking 
for after all. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Be swept away on an elaborate flight of fancy in this 
Caldecott award-winning, wondrously illustrated 
picture book about self-determination and 
unexpected friendship. 
 
The winner of the prestigious Caldecott Honor, and 
described by the New York Times as 'a masterwork', 
Aaron Becker's stunning, wordless picture book 
debut about self-determination and unexpected 
friendship follows a little girl who draws a magic 
door on her bedroom wall. Through it she escapes 
into a world where wonder, adventure and danger 
abound. Red marker pen in hand, she creates a boat, 
a balloon and a flying carpet which carry her on a 
spectacular journey ... who knows where? When she 
is captured by a sinister emperor, only an act of 
tremendous courage and kindness can set her free. 
Can it also guide her home and to happiness? In this 
exquisitely illustrated book, an ordinary child is 
launched on an extraordinary, magical journey 
towards her greatest and most rewarding adventure 
of all... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

`I HOLD ON TO TEDDY'S HAND TIGHTLY' - A little girl 
and her mummy are visiting Grandpa on the train. 
It's very busy - hold on tight! But when they arrive at 
their destination something is wrong . . . teddy has 
gone missing. Just when it looks like she'll never see 
Teddy again, Grandpa has an idea! And suddenly the 
little girl is off on a magical journey to rescue her 
teddy. Have you ever wondered where your lost 
objects go? With charming and stylish illustrations, 
this books is perfect for curious minds. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Armitage sets off for a quiet cycle with her 
faithful dog, Breakspear, but she just can't help 
thinking of ways to improve her bicycle. Before very 
long she has added three very loud horns, a bucket 
of water to wash her hands, a complete tool kit. And 
by the time she has also added a seat for Breakspear, 
two umbrellas, a cassette player and a mouth-organ, 
Mrs Armitage is riding a very eye-catching 
contraption. But it is when she finally adds the mast 
and sail, that Mrs Armitage really runs into trouble.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come and hitch a ride in vehicles of every shape and 
size – from family cars to double-decker buses, 
chugging tractors to speedy supercars, and gigantic 
monster-trucks to noisy fire engines. With bounce-
along rhythms and fascinating facts from author 
Moira Butterfield, and bright, lively pictures by rising 
star Bryony Clarkson, any single reading of My Big 
Book of Transport is sure to result in a victory lap or 
two! 


