
Recommended Reads about the Romans 
What did the Romans do for us? The answer is a lot! Here are some suitable texts to help 
explore the Roman topic: 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the hilarious, celebrated cartoonist Gary 
Northfield – author of The Terrible Tales of the 
Teenytinysaurs! – comes a brand-new illustrated 
chapter book series set in Roman times! From a 
smelly watering hole deep in the heart of the 
Serengeti to the ferocious clamour of the Colosseum, 
join Julius Zebra and his motley menagerie of friends 
as they gear up to be ... gladiators! Only if they win 
the love of the Roman crowds will they win back 
their freedom. But do Julius and his pals have what it 
takes to succeed in a world where only the meanest 
and toughest survive? Madagascar meets Gladiator 
in this exciting, action-packed and hysterically funny 
story brimming with entertaining Roman facts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When, Camilla, a young North African girl travels 
with her mother and father from Leptis Magna to 
Rome in 207 AD, she believes that she is going to the 
centre of the world. But just a few months later, the 
little family is dispatched to the very edge of it: 
Britannica. Tragedy strikes and, left alone with the 
Empress while her father travels north, Camilla has 
to navigate the tricky world of of secrets and danger 
in this cold place she must now call home. 
 
In this heart-stopping adventure based on real 
historical events, Leila Rasheed shows us a 
dangerous and intriguing time in Britain that's sure 
to fascinate young readers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It's meant to be a stress-free holiday in London, but 
suddenly Seth and Nadiya will need all their skills as 
Defenders. Ghostly activity is threatening a Premier 
League club as they build a new stadium on Roman 
ruins. One worker has already met a grisly death - 
and many other lives are in danger. The horror of 
modern injustice seems to have woken the spirits of 
the past ...What can the Defenders do to change 
things? Action-packed follow-up to Killing Ground in 
the Defenders series. 



 
 

Twelve-year-old Dido dreams of becoming the first 
female charioteer at the great Circus Maximus. She's 
lost her heart to Porcellus, a wild, tempestuous 
horse she longs to train and race. But such ambitions 
are forbidden to girls and she must be content with 
helping her father Antonius - the trainer of Rome's 
most popular racing team, The Greens - and teaching 
the rules of racing to Justus, the handsome young 
nephew of the Greens' wealthy owner. When her 
father is brutally murdered, she is forced to seek 
refuge with an unlikely ally. But what of her dream of 
Circus triumphs and being reunited with the beloved 
horse she left behind in Rome? And the threat to her 
life isn't over as she faces a powerful and terrifying 
new enemy... the emperor Caligula. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step back in time to Ancient Rome and meet some of 
the many people who lived, worked, and played 
during that time. From a young slave boy to a fierce 
gladiator, a musician to a wealthy lady, and a mosaic 
artist to the emperor himself – each one will share 
with you the story of their own daily life. Together, 
they are the Romans. 
 
Featuring 19 different characters from Roman times, 
as well as an introduction to the Roman world, a 
map of the empire and a timeline of key events, this 
book provides a new angle on a classic subject, 
bringing the ancient world to life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Written by award-winning author Chae Strathie and 
developed in consultation with experts from the 
British Museum, this fascinating book reveals what 
life was really like for kids in ancient Rome, from 
washing clothes in wee to snacking on dormice . . . 
and even fighting in gladiatorial combat! Packed with 
facts and fantastic illustrations, this funny and 
accessible introduction to ancient Rome is a must-
read for kids with a passion for horrible history. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to the last days of Pompeii as you've 
NEVER imagined them before! Join fart-trader 
Caecilius, his wife, Vesuvius, and their ten-year-old 
son, Filius, in a bizarre world of accidental gladiators, 
pizza-emitting volcanoes and the legendary Ma-wol-
n-f. 
 
You'll meet the household servant, Slavius; thrill at 
the misadventures of Barkus Wooferinicum and 
generally have an uproariously hilarious time of it all. 
 
Full of ludicrous characters, surreal escapades and 
outrageous word play – if you thought Mr Gum was 
weird, then get a load of the Ancient Pompeiians! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It's AD 84 when Bran, a prince of the Carvetii tribe, is 
captured by the Romans in My Story: Roman 
Invasion. 
 
'He is not a child!' said my mother defiantly. 'Bran is 
a prince, raised to be a warrior like his father!' 
 
A legion of soldiers is marching east, to build a 
military road. It's hostile country, and Bran is to go 
with them as a hostage to ensure the legion's safety 
… but no one is safe in newly conquered Britain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A compelling story about friendship, brotherhood 
and battling against the odds. 

In Ancient Rome Caesar is almighty and his power is 
played out in the gladiatorial arena, where animals 
and men are baited, challenged and destroyed. 

Two tiger cubs have been kidnapped from the jungle. 
One is tamed and de-clawed for pampered life as an 
exotic pet for Aurelia, Caesar's daughter, but the 
other is cruelly caged and made even more brutal, 
trained to fight and kill. 

Princess Aurelia loves her pet tiger, Boots, and grows 
ever more fond of his keeper, Julius. But when a 
childish prank goes awry, Boots escapes. Furious 
Caesar sentences Julius to death in the arena… and 
Boots is to face the same fate. 



 

So the two tigers are reunited in the gladiatorial ring, 
one a cosseted pet, the other a vicious predator. In a 
world dominated by Caesar's will, all must fight for 
freedom. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Which genius ideas and inventions began with the 
Romans? What did they develop that we use to this 
day? Find out how the Romans trained their soldiers, 
built their roads and buildings, and supplied their 
people with food and water. Discover their brilliant 
developments in language, government, law and 
entertainment that have influenced the way we live 
today. 


