
Recommended Reads about the Anglo-Saxons 
Travel back in time to the invaders and settlers of the Dark Ages and find out more about 
the intriguing Anglo-Saxon period. From fighting and feasts to riddles and runes, here are 
some suitable texts to help explore the Anglo-Saxons topic:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It's World War II and Britain is on the brink 
of invasion. Londoner George has been sent 
to live in the countryside while his brother 
and guardian, Charlie, trains to be a pilot – 
but he's very far from safe. 
 
An ancient burial ground nearby contains a 
priceless treasure, a magical Anglo-Saxon 
crown Hitler is desperate to possess. 
Alongside Kitty, the granddaughter of a 
Jewish archaeologist, George must find and 
protect the crown from the Nazi invaders 
before it's too late ... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this thrilling re-telling of the Anglo-Saxon 
legend, Beowulf, the renowned children's 
historical fiction writer Rosemary Sutcliff 
recounts Beowulf's most terrifying quests: 
against Grendel the man-wolf, against the 
hideous sea-hag and, most courageous of 
all - his fight to the death with the 
monstrous fire-drake. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In fifth-century Denmark, a murderous 
monster stalks the night, and only the great 
prince of the Geats has the strength and 
courage to defeat him. Beowulf's terrifying 
quest to destroy Grendel, the foul fiend, a 
hideous sea-hag and a monstrous fire-
dragon is the oldest surviving epic in British 
literature. Artfully retold and magnificently 
illustrated, this companion volume to Sir 
Gawain and the Green Knight is made 
instantly accessible to children by a 
formidable children's book partnership. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Saxon King Athelstan is trying to unite 
the kingdom of England for the first time, 
aided by his body-servant Edwin, the son of 
a shoemaker. Written by bestselling author, 
Stuart Hill, this exciting adventure story is 
perfect for fans of historical fiction and will 
have readers gripped from start to finish. 
 
After getting into a brawl with Athelstan 
the future king of England, fourteen-year-
old Edwin certainly does not expect to 
become his body-servant. Now, Edwin 
sleeps in Athelstan's room, fights with him 
side-by-side in battle and, most 
importantly, becomes his close friend and 
companion. But as tensions between the 
warring kingdom grow and power shifts 
over the years, Edwin must protect 
Athelstan with his life in the fight to unite 
England. But will Athelstan and his Saxon 
army succeed against the Scots, the Vikings 
of Dublin and the Welsh of Strathclyde? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marooned on a sandbank, a boy faces 
certain death. With the sea closing in and 
the current about to drag him to a watery 
grave, his final wish is to see heaven. 
Waking in a strange bed, the boy meets an 
old man sitting by the fire with his dog. It is 
Arthur, the great warrior king of legend, 
and from his lips the boy hears of Camelot, 
chivalry, magic, evil and betrayal. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The story of one Anglo-Saxon boy's journey 
to the Battle of Hastings in 1066: Key Stage 
2 History brought to life as battle-packed 
adventure. 
 
1065: Magnus is the son of Harold 
Godwinson, lord of the Southern Saxons 
and ruthlessly ambitious claimant to the 
throne of England. Overnight, Magnus finds 
himself cast centre-stage in the blood-
soaked family feud that led to one of 
history’s most famous battles. 



 
 
 

This is the family tragedy behind 1066: live 
it with Magnus, as the wolves of history 
close in on his Anglo-Saxon boyhood. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What's the first Anglo-Saxon object you can 
think of? Did you know that thousands of 
stone, metal, pottery and wooden objects 
have been found from this time in human 
history? All of these objects can tell us a lot 
about the Anglo-Saxons. We know about 
the animals they farmed, the the tools and 
weapons they used and we know about 
their everyday life and culture from the 
remains of the buildings they lived in. All 
over Britain, Anglo-Saxon artefacts have 
been Found!. Uncover the stories of 
thirteen incredible finds, what they can tell 
us about life back then and how they might 
relate to your life today. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oslaf works hard to prove his worth in the 
village: he labours on the farm, he trains as 
a warrior and he is slowly finding his place 
in the community. But when the Chieftain 
makes the decision to move the village 
across the sea to the great new land of 
Britannia, suddenly the Britons are a 
greater threat than Oslaf's rivalry with the 
Chieftain's son, Wermund. Can the Angles 
and the Saxons defeat the Britons? And will 
Oslaf be as brave as the hero in the tale of 
Beowulf? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The extraordinary story of a boy called 
Wart - ignored by everyone except his 
tutor, Merlyn - who goes on to become 
King Arthur. When Merlyn the magician 
comes to tutor Sir Ector's sons Kay and the 
Wart, schoolwork suddenly becomes much 
more fun. After all, who wouldn't enjoy 
being turned into a fish, or a badger, or a 
snake? But Merlyn has very particular plans 
for the Wart. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One dark night, the music and singing wake 
a monster from a swamp ... Warrior after 
warrior comes to slay the monster, but no 
one can outwit Grendel. Only the great 
hero Beowulf stands a chance - but even he 
is not prepared for the horror that lies in 
wait. A stunning prose retelling of a 
Beowulf tale from an author-illustrator 
dream-team. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bron, a young Saxon slave, does the hard 
work that his master the village blacksmith 
would rather avoid. His reward is a lack of 
food and cruel jeers from other, non 
enslaved children in the village. 
But, unbeknown to all, war is brewing! And 
when a famous Saxon warlord arrives at his 
village Bron gets a chance to prove that 
honour and bravery are not only for those 
who are already free... 
 


