Recommended Reads about World War 2

World War Two was a global conflict that involved numerous countries fighting against each
other - including the UK. Lasting between 1939-1945, life during the Second World War was
often very difficult, both in the battlefields and on the home front. Here are some suitable

texts to help explore the World War 2 topic:
Winter 1943. Teenagers Frank, Joseph and
Stephen are Royal Navy recruits on their

ARCTI C first mission at sea during the Second
STAR World War. Their ship is part of an Arctic

AT T L oONER e WorLD Convoy sailing to Russia to deliver supplies
. ‘ to the Soviets. The convoys have to
navigate treacherous waters, sailing
through a narrow channel between the
Arctic ice pack and German bases on the
Norwegian coast. Faced with terrifying
enemy attacks from both air and sea, as
well as life-threatening cold and storms,
will all three boys make it home again?

The year is 1927, and in America, Britain
and Russia, three young girls share a
dream: to fly. But it won't be easy... Against
the odds, Hazel, Marlene and Lilya follow
their hearts, enrolling in pilot courses
(sometimes in secret) and eventually flying
for their countries in World War Il. Follow
the adventures of these young women as
they battle not only enemies in the skies
but sexism and inequality in their own
teams. Risking their lives countless times in
feats of incredible bravery, the female air
pilots of the Second World War are
honoured in this beautiful book, illustrated
in Sally Deng's raw, dynamic style.

A thrilling World War Il adventure set in
occupied France, featuring an Indian RAF
pilot. Great for fans of Michael Morpurgo
and John Boyne, and those who want
diverse historical fiction. Thirteen-year-old
Joelle Breton stumbles across Indian-born
RAF pilot Mohinder Singh when his plane
crashes in occupied France and it's up to
her and her parents to hide him from the
Nazis. After all, her parents are brave
members of the French Resistance and will
do everything they can to help get




Mohinder back to Britain. But when they
are betrayed and tragedy strikes, Joelle and
Mohinder will have to act fast if they are
ever to evade the enemy. Flashbacks offer
dramatic stories set in key moments of
history, perfect for introducing children to
historical topics.

Sometimes at the darkest hour, hope
shines the brightest... When Col’s childhood
imaginary friends come to life, he discovers
a world where myths and legends are real.
Accompanied by his guardians — a six-foot
tiger, a badger in a waistcoat and a
miniature knight — Col must race to Blitz-
bombed London to save his sister.

But there are darker forces at work, even
than the Nazi bombings. Soon Col is
pursued by the terrifying Midwinter King,
who is determined to bring an eternal
darkness down over everything.

It is wartime and Carrie and her little
brother Nick have been evacuated from
their London home to the Welsh hills. In an
unfamiliar place, among strangers, the
children feel alone and find little comfort
with the family they are billeted with: Mr
Evans, a bullying shopkeeper and Auntie
Lou, his kind but timid sister.

When Carrie and Nick visit Albert, another
evacuee, they are welcomed into Hepzibah
Green's warm kitchen. Hepzibah is
rumoured to be a witch, but her cooking is
delicious, her stories are enthralling and
the children cannot keep away. With
Albert, Hepzibah and Mister Johnny, they
begin to settle into their new surroundings.
But before long, their loyalties are tested:
will they be persuaded to betray their new
friends?




LESLEY PARY

September 1939.

When Jimmy is evacuated to a small village
in Wales, it couldn't be more different from
London. Green, quiet and full of strangers,
he instantly feels out of place.

But then he finds a skull hidden in a tree,
and suddenly the valley is more frightening
than the war. Who can Jimmy trust? His
brother is too little; his best friend has
changed.

Finding an ally in someone he never
expects, they set out together to uncover
the secrets that lie with the skull. What
they discover will change Jimmy - and the
village - forever.

Relive the events of June 6, 1944 through
eye witness accounts that describe 20 real-
life stories from the D-Day landings. This
book — which presents collated
photographs, personal accounts and
testimonies from all sides with full-page
illustrations dramatizing individual roles —
brings a key moment in history to life for
young readers hearing about the event for
the first time, as we commemorate its 75th
anniversary.

MICHELLE MAGORIAN

Goodnight Mister Tom by Michelle
Magorian is the unforgettable story of
young Willie Beech, evacuated to the
country as Britain stands on the brink of the
Second World War. A sad, deprived child,
he slowly begins to flourish under the
unlikely care of grumpy old Tom Oakley.
But then his new-found happiness is
shattered by a summons from his mother
to come back to London. As the weeks pass
by Tom begins to worry when William
doesn't answer his letters, so he goes to
London to find him, and there makes a
terrible discovery.




England is at war.

Growing up in a lighthouse, Pet's world has
been one of storms, secret tunnels and
stories about sea monsters. But now the
clifftops are a terrifying battleground, and
her family is torn apart.

This is the story of a girl who is small, afraid
and unnoticed. A girl who freezes with fear
at the enemy planes ripping through the
skies overhead. A girl who is somehow
destined to become part of the strange,
ancient legend of the Daughters of Stone...

In this picture book biography, young
readers will learn all about Elizebeth
Friedman (1892-1980), a brilliant American
code breaker who smashed Nazi spy rings,
took down gangsters, and created the CIA's
first cryptology unit. Her story came to light
when her secret papers were finally
declassified in 2015. From thwarting
notorious rumrunners with only paper and
pencil to “counter-spying into the minds
and activities of” Nazis, Elizebeth held a
pivotal role in the early days of US
cryptology. No code was too challenging for
her to crack, and Elizebeth’s work
undoubtedly saved thousands of lives.
Extensive back matter includes
explanations of codes and ciphers, further
information on cryptology, a bibliography, a
timeline of Elizebeth’s life, plus secret
messages for young readers to decode.
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Felix has been living in an orphanage for
three years and eight months when the
/): men in armbands arrive to burn the books.

)
MORRIS GLEITZMAN

Going on the run in search of his parents,
Felix soon learns that Poland in 1942 is not

/ Exnbody = a safe place for Jewish boys. But can his gift
/ Wg Rt for storytelling keep him one step ahead of

the Nazis and help him find his parents?

After all, everybody deserves to have
something good in their life at least once.
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From the author of WAR HORSE

MICHAEL

Evacuated from London, David and Tucky
feel like the war is a long way away from
their new life in the countryside. Then one
night the skyline of the moor is lit up with
gun flashes, and the distant crump of
bombing miles away brings the war back to
them and shatters their new-found peace.
When a German bomber crashes, the boys
feel they should hate the airmen inside. But
one of them saves David's life...
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Kat is a 12-year-old girl who loves working
on her super-heroine comic, Girl 38 —the
girl she longs to be like. But she's not brave,
or fearless. At school, Gem is no longer her
'best friend'. And at home Kat is lonely
while her parents are busy working long
hours. She's even a bit afraid of her elderly
neighbour, Ania. But when Ania has an
accident Kat surprises herself by rushing to
the rescue — just like Girl 38. Their unlikely
friendship blossoms, and with it Kat's
determination, as Ania reveals the haunting
story behind the portrait of a girl she's left
unfinished.
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™ Kizzy save the dancing herses?

Austria 1945. After losing his family, Jakob
shelters with Herr Engel in a rural stable,
where they hide the precious Lipizzanner
stallions they know Hitler wants to steal.
When a German officer comes looking for
Jakob and finds the horses, Jakob and his
guardian know they must get the stallions
to safety, but the only way is straight
through Nazi territory. Joined by Kizzy, an
orphan Roma girl, the three must guide the
horses across the perilous Austrian
mountains. Will they reach safety? What
will be waiting for them on the other side?




MIRIAM HALAHMY

It is late August 1939: Britain is on the brink
of war, and preparations are under way to
evacuate London's children to the
countryside. When twelve-year-old Tilly
and her best friend Rosy find out that they
will not be able to take their beloved dog
and cat with them - and that, even worse,
their pets will, along with countless other
animals, be taken to the vet to be put down
- they decide to take action. The two girls
come up with the idea of hiding them in a
derelict hut in the woods and, when other
children find out and start bringing their
rabbits, guinea pigs and hamsters, their
secret den turns into an emergency zoo.
Inspired by real events during the Second
World War, Miriam Halahmy's novel is a
touching tale of courage, resourcefulness
and camaraderie in desperate times, as
well as a stirring defence of animal welfare.

When he inherits a special football badge,
German teenager Adi sets off on a mission
to fulfil his grandfather's dying wish and
return the badge to its rightful owner,
former England footballer, Edgar Kail. After
tracking Edgar down, Adi gets the chance to
learn more about the achievements of his
grandfather, Adolf Jager, and the story
unfolds of a special friendship that spanned
twenty years and survived the horror of the
Second World War. Edgar Kail and Adolf
Jager played for their respective clubs in
the early twentieth century and they
remain folk heroes even now.

Jack can't wait for the school trip to the D-
Day landing beaches. It's his chance to learn
more about the war heroes he has always
admired brave men like his dad, who is a
Reserve soldier.

But when his dad is called up to action and
things at home spiral out of control,
everything Jack believes about war is
thrown into question. Finding comfort only
in the presence of his loyal dog, Finn, Jack is
drawn to the heart-wrenching true story of
one particular D-Day paratrooper.
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Fourteen-year-old Lisa Jura was a musical
prodigy who hoped to become a concert
pianist. But when Hitler's armies advanced
on pre-war Vienna, Lisa's parents were
forced to make a difficult decision. Able to
secure passage for only one of their three
daughters through the Kindertransport,
they chose to send gifted Lisa to London for
safety.

This powerful story, inspired by the life of a
Holocaust survivor, is a testament to the
human spirit and the transcendent power
of music.

When the Nazis invaded Poland, a family is
split apart. The parents are sent to one
concentration camp, their son to another.
Only his father's gift, a harmonica, keeps
the boy's hopes alive and, miraculously,
ensures his survival. When an officer
discovers his talent, he makes the boy play
each night. Through music the boy invokes
his parents and brings comfort to the other
prisoners, lifting their spirits if only for a
moment at time.




